
PAGE  



587

STONHAM PARVA PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE BAPTIST
CHAPEL SOCIAL ROOM ON MONDAY 14th MARCH 2016
PRESENT:

Cllrs Mrs B Pieterse (Vice Chairman), Mrs G Davison A Harvey, D Matthew, 
& T Benjamin.

C Cllr M Hicks & D Cllr Mrs S Morley



2 villagers
APOLOGIES :  
Mrs M Bottomley (Clerk)
Public Forum: -   
· The PC was asked if they had any plans to do a ‘Clean for the Queen’ event, which it was not but would be happy to support anyone who wished to organise one. An event was proposed for the 16/17 April.
· The PC was asked if ashes could be scattered over existing family member’s graves, the reply was yes but the Council needed to be informed in advance.

· The PC was asked if the land behind the cemetery was planned to be used once the existing area was full. It was stated that there had been plans in the past but with the increase in popularity of cremations it was felt it would not be needed at present.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN & VICE CHAIRMAN
Chairman -    
Mr Ivan Richardson had resigned from the parish council due to his work commitments- and following a brief discussion Cllr Mrs Davison proposed Cllr Harvey.  Seconded by Cllr Mrs Pieterse, all in favour.  Declaration of Acceptance duly signed.
The Council recorded its thanks to I Richardson for his services and contribution to the parish over the last few years and wished him well in his new endeavours.

Vice Chairman - 
Cllr Mrs Davison – proposed by Cllr B Pieterse, seconded by Cllr Benjamin – all 




in favour
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST - None
DISPENSATIONS - None
MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 11th JANUARY 2016
With the following amendment it was agreed that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 11th January 2016 were a true and accurate record and signed accordingly. Proposed by Cllr Harvey, seconded by Cllr Pieterse - all in favour.
Play Area - the last sentence change ‘Cllr Harvey kindly agreed to contact the officer.’ to ‘Cllr Harvey kindly agreed to progress the application.’

CO-OPTION
There had been an application from Mr Jay Francis to join the parish council and members agreed to his co-option.  Clerk to send the appropriate papers to Mr Francis and invite him to join the next parish council meeting.

REPORTS 
C Cllr Hicks Reported – Suffolk CC Children’s Services has been rated good by Ofsted in its inspection report on 15th February 2016. The report praises the work in protecting and looking after children and young people, with some areas of outstanding practice highlighted in the report. 
Better Broadband for Suffolk with an interim satellite broadband scheme. The county council is to spend its full £30m of public funding, as well as the monies clawed back from the first contract a total of £33.9m on Broadband. This is, however, subject to the county council running a one month public consultation with the market over Easter, and will conclude on 8th April.  After April, the county council can complete the contracting process with BT and BDUK to embed the fully financed rollout plan into the contract, and commence community briefings in the early summer. In addition to this, DCMS are launching a flyer scheme to premises which they feel could benefit from the interim satellite broadband scheme; these will be distributed during the last two weeks of March.   
Publicly funded schools in Suffolk are set to benefit from a new £600,000 fund to assist in continuing to boost the attainment of pupils across the county.  The fund has been created by the county council’s ‘Raising the Bar’ Programme in conjunction with the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF). By working together closely the EEF and Suffolk County Council will be able to monitor how best practice can be rolled out to more schools. It is hoped that this pilot project in Suffolk could be expanded to other areas in the future. Schools can find details of how to register their interest in the fund at www.suffolk.gov.uk/eef  

Full report available on PC web site.

D Cllr Mrs Morley Reported – Locality Budget had been successfully awarded to the following Organisations: 

Creeting St. Mary - Play Equipment - £1,000 

Creeting St. Mary – Beehive Toddler Group - £250 

Earl Stonham – Village Hall - £1,000 

Stonham Aspal – Village Hall - £1,000 

Stonham Aspal - Nisa Waveney Junior Anglers - £750 

Stonham Parva – Play Equipment - £1,000 

Mid Suffolk sets its budget for 2016/17 Mid Suffolk residents in a Band D property will face a rise in their council tax of just under 6p a week (£2.97 a year). More than half of the district live in Band A, B and C properties and will see an even smaller increase of 5p a week or less (£2.64 a year or less). Those in the largest properties will face an 11p a week increase, just under a £6 a year rise. The increase was voted through as the council faces a significant decrease in core funding from central government.  However, the council has pledged that those most in need will not pay more than 5 per cent of their council tax bill as it continues its Council Tax Reduction Scheme. 

The Council thanked Mrs Morley for her help in securing the £1,000 from the Locality Budget towards the village play area.

Police Update – Due to changes in procedures for the police attending or submitting reports, parish councils were now required to go “on-line” for any updates relevant to their village.

Footpaths -   Footpath sign broken at the top of Clockhouse Lane, near Town Farm.  Clerk to report the sign for replacement.
Website – Nothing to report
Newsletter – Distributed to the village in February. There had been one person interested in joining the parish council. One person asked to be included in the e-mail distribution and one person requested to be added to the Neighbourhood Watch distribution.  There were no requests for a paper copy of the local information nor any further local interest in allotment plots.
Cemetery – The meeting discussed how it could better manage the allocation of vacant plots and needed to ensure it was done in such a way as to not ‘block’ any available plots.  It was understood the north side was now full but a number of spaces remained on the south side. Cllrs B Pieterse and T Benjamin would check the local map to ensure it was up to date.
Play Area – The meeting agreed that with successfully securing the locality funding of £1000 the council must progress with further requests and that there should be a rolling programme of replacements planned. It was understood that approximately 8 primary and 8 secondary school age children lived in the village and they should be consulted on their views as to replacement equipment. 
Cllr Harvey with the help of Wendy Brame would gather the views of the children in the village.  Cllrs Harvey and Mrs Davison will then use the consultation outcome to peruse further funding for play equipment. 
Cllr Benjamin to remove the infant swings from the play area.
Neighbourhood Watch – nothing to report.
Clerk’s Report – Hire of the hall for parish council meeting had been £8 for some time and the council had been asked to review the amount currently being paid.  Councillors agreed to increase the payment to £16 with immediate effect. Proposed Cllr Harvey seconded Cllr Mrs Davison – all in favour.
Chairman’s report - nothing to report.

GLEBE ALLOTMENTS

Wendy Brame (Chair of the Allotment Committee) requested an invoice be raised by the Council so that this year’s payment of allotment rental could be paid before the 1st April.  Clerk to raise an invoice and send it to the allotment treasurer Mike Gregory.
BUS SHELTER – Nothing to report.
PLANNING - None
FINANCE

With the departure of two councillors only two signatories were available for the bank. Clerk to arrange for Cllrs Benjamin and Mrs Davidson to be added as signatories.

3842
Cheques:   It was proposed by Cllr Harvey, seconded by Cllr Mrs Pieterse and agreed 
unanimously that the following cheques be issued:-
Chq No.


345
Vertas (grass Jan/March 16)



£162.00


346
MSDC (Annual Play Insp)



£  54.78

347
LCPAS (training on planning)



£  25.00

348
Clerk (expenses)




£  33.45
349
SLCC (membership)




£149.00

350
Baptist Chapel (room hire)



£  16.00


S/O
Personnel (March)




£156.50


VILLAGE MATTERS – Nothing to report
CORRESPONDENCE 
Resignation of councillor – tabled. 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
9th May 2016 
The Vice Chairman thanked all for attending and closed the meeting at 8.50 p.m.
Signature…………………….


